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SECRET STATUTES OF THE UNITED STATES

AND THE

PROCEEDINGS IN THE SENATE IN SECRET SESSION
" AT THE THIRD SESSION OF THE ELEVENTH CON-

GRESS.

.

It is well known that when acting upon *Executive business,”
that is, upon treatics and on nominations to office, the Senate of
the United States usually meets with closed doors. although ™ open
Executive sessions,” as they are called, may be held. In this respect

the provisions of the Standing Rules of the Senate are as follows:

2. When acting upon confidential or Executive business, unless the same shall
be considered in open Executive session, the Senate Chamber shall be cleared
of all persons except the Secretary, the Chief Clerk, the Principal Legislative
Clerk, the Executive Clerk, the Minute and Journal Clerk, the Sergeant-at-
Arms, the Assistant Doorkeeper, and such other officers as thie I'residing Oflicer
shall think necessary ; and all such officers shall be sworn to secrecy.
3. All confidential communications made by the President of the United States
to the Senate shall be by the Senators and the officers of the Senunte kept secret;
and all treaties which may be laid before the Senate, and all remarks, votes,
and proceedings thereon shall also be kept secret, until the Senate shall, by
their resolution, take off the injunction of secrecy, or unless the same shall be
considered in open Executive ~ession.

(Extract from Standing Rule XXXVI, Senate Rules and Manual, United

States, 1913, pp. 32-33.)

Both Houses of Congress, however, may sit with closed doors for
discussion of or for proceedings upon business of any character,
although there has been no instance of this practice for many vears,
other than the meetings of the Senate, when acting upon Executive

business.”

On a motion made and seconded to close the doors of the Senate, on the
discussion of any business which may, in the opinion of a Senator, require
secrecy, the Presiding Officer shall direct the galleries to be cleared ; and during
the discussion of sfich motion the doors shall remain closed. (Standing Rule
XXXV, Senate Rules and Manual, United States, 1913, p. 31.)

A rule, not invoked for many years, provides for secret sesslons of the House
whenever the President may send a confldential message or the Speaker or any
Member may announce that he has a confidential comnunication to present.

Rule XXX provides: .

. “ Whenever confidentlal communications are received from the President of

the United States. or whenever the Speaker or any Member shall inform the
House that he has communications which he believes ought to be kept secret
for the present, the House shall be cleared of all persons except the Mewbers
und officers thereof, and 8o continue during the reading of such communlcations,
the debates, and proceedings thereon, unless otherwise ordered by the House.”

The rule providing for secret sessions of the House dates from February 17,
1792, and December 30, 1793, although secret sesslons were held before there
was any rule for them. In the revision of 1880 the old rule was retained in an
abbreviated form, as the Committee on Rules thought some occasion might

)
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In the early days of Congress secret sessions of the House were frequent
The sessions of the old Continental Congress had been secret, and under the Con-
stitution the sessions of the Senate were SO until the second session of the
Third Congress. By speclal order the galleries were thrown open during the
countested electlon case of A. Gallatin, from Pennsylvania. The House, on the
other hand, sat regularly with the galleries open, but when occaslon required,
as on the recelpt of a confidential communication from the President, the
galleries were cleared by order of the House.

Up to and during the war of 1812 secrect sessions were held quite frequently.
Since that period the practice had gone into disuse, although there was one
secret session In 1825, on December 27 (see House Journal, supplemental, firs(
session Nineteenth Congress; also Debates, December 20, 1825, first session
Nineteenth Congress, p. 828), when a confidentinl message was recelved from
Iresident John Quincy Adams, who transmitted a copy of the message of
President Jefterson to both Houses of Congress on January 18, 1803. This
message of 1803 recommended an exploring expedition across the continent
to establish relations with the Indian tribes and ascertaln the nature and
oxtent of the region. The message was confidential, nnd as the Injunction of
secrecy was for Fome reason not removed, it had not been published up to
31825. So the secrct session of the later year was held for the speclal and only
purpose of removing the injunction of secrecy from the message of 1803. This
niessage of President Jefferson may bhe found on page 352 of Volume I of
Richardson's Messages and D'apers of the P'residents. There was also a secret
session on May 27, 1830 (tirst session Twenty-first Congress, Journal, p. 755;
Debates, p. 1139), to receive a confidential communication from President
Jackson,

(Hinds' Precedents of the House of Representatires, 1007, sec. 7247 and note,
Yol. V, p. 1094.)

In 1811, at the third session of the Eleventh Congress, two stat-
utes and a joint resolution in regard to Florida were passed at secret
sessions of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, and these
enactments were approved by President James Madison.! '

On January 3, 1811, President Madison sent a “ confidential ” mes-
sage to Congress transmitting certain papers therein mentioned and

containing the following: .

Taking into view the tenor of these several communlcations, the posture of
things with which they are connected, the intimate relation of the country
adjoining the United States, eastward of the river Perdido, to thelr security and
tranquillity, and the pecullar interest they otherwise have In its destiny, I rec
ommend to the consideration of Congress, the seasonableness of & declaration
that the United States could not see, without serious fnquietude, any part of &
peighboring territory, 1o which they have, in different respects, so deep and so0
just a concern, pass from the hands of Spaln into those of any other foreign
Power. . ' :

1 recommend to their consideration, also, the expediency of authortsing, the
Executive to take temporary possession of any part or parts of the said tert

1The secret proceedings {n both Houses are ulu..oa in the Appendix vao—ﬂ“,s—u
ot .

‘safoe are subséquently reported is the Annals of Oongress, vol. 22 &8

pb. 3698807 dn to the House ot Representatives, pp. 486, 1117-1148. A& i
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rangements which may be desired by the Spanish authori-

ursuance of ar
tory. 19 8 iston for the mo<m—.=Ea5 of the same, during such pos-

ties; and for making prov

gsion.

Sﬂsm wisdom of Congress will, at the same time, determine how far it 35.. be

anea—onn to v_.oig» for the event of a subversion of the Spanish authorities

within the territory in question, and an nccnovmua.& occupancy thereof by any
579y

other forelgn Power. (Op. cit., PP 369, 370, 1117, 12561, 1242
Without quoting at length from the accounts of the subsequent
proceedings in Congress, it may be said that not only were the debates

and votes secret in both Houses of Congress, but also that :.6 neces-
sary messages exchanged between the two ITouses and ::.. :::mm.:»oznm
from President Madison of his approval wm the resolution and stats
utes were received as confidential and behind closed doors. and :S‘a
the House of Representatives by a vote of 51 to 40 refused to remove
« the injunction of secrecy.”  (Op, ¢it P 1146.) -

These two statutes and resolution are found in volume 3, United

States Statutes at Large, pages 471, 472, and are preceded by the

following note of the editor:
resotution and nets, passed in 1811 and 1813 weve not promul-

«“ the sessions acts” of the Fifteenth Congress,

ending April 20, 1818. They are altogether omifted in Mr. Justice Story's edi-
tion of the laws of the United Qtates, and they are also omitted in Day . and
Force's edition of the laws, from 181¢ to 1827, published under the authority of
Oc:.n-.m@m in 1822 and 1827. They were passed in the secret sessions of the
S 85,

Eleventh and the Twelfth Congress.

The editor has not considered it proper to inser
before their c—.oE:_n::o: under the authority of the Secret .
whose directions the laws of each session of (Congress are published.

Act of 1818, ch. 80, sec. 1.”

The texts of the statutes and resolution are as follows:

.Taking into view the peculiar situation of Spain, and of her American prov-

tnces ; and considering the influence which the destiny of the territory .&t.::.:m
the E.E:::.v border O upon their security, tran-

¢ the United States may have
quillity, and cominerce: Therefore,

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre
of America, in Congress assembled, That the United States, E::.: the peculiar
circumstances of the existing crisis, cannot, without serious fnquietude, see any
part of the said territory pass into the hands of any foreign power; and that a

due regard to their own gafety compels them to provide, under certain contin-
occupation of the sald territory; they, at the same

- genctes, for the temporary .

time, declare that the said territory shall, {n their hands, remain subject to
future negotiation.

Approved, January 15, 1811. . _

. esiden nited Btates, under certain contingencies, to take

b:iﬂhﬂ-.-ﬂeﬂaﬂﬂgﬁno ow.“a?! ~“.e:sn¢w“u"q of the river Perdido, and south of the state of

“Georgla and the Mississippt territory, and for other purposes.

, _Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States

of America, in Congress assemmbled, That the President of the United States be,

ig s héreby, authorized, to take possesslon of, and occupy, all or any part

...;?..ma.anbn« lying east of the river Perdido, and south of the state of Georgia

«The following
gated untit their publication in

t these laws in this edition,
ary of State: under

sentatives of the United Statcs
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and the Mississippi territory, in ecase an arrangement has been, or shall be
made with the local authority of the sald territory, for delivering up the pos.
session of the same, or any part thereof, to the United States, or in the event
of an attempt to occupy the sald territory, or any part thereof, by any forelgn
government; and he may, for the purpose of taking possession, and occupying
the territory aforesaid, and in order to maintain therein the authority of the
United States, employ any part of the army and navy of the United States
which he may deem necessary.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That one hundred thousand dollars be ap-
propriated for defraying such expenses as the President may deem necessary
for obtaining possession as aforesaid. and the security of the suaid territory, to
be applied under the direction of (he President, out of any moneys in the treas.
ury not otherwise appropriated,

SEc. 3. And be it further cnacted, That in case possession of the territory
aforesaid shall be obtained by the United States, as aforesaid, that until other
provision be made by Congress, the President be, and he is hereby authoerized
to establish, within the territory aforesaid. a temporary government, and the
military, civil. and judicial, powers thereof shall be vested in such person and
persons, and be exerciged In such manner as he may direct, for the proteetion
and maintenance of the inhabitants of the sald territory in the full enjoyment
of thetr liberty, property, and religion.

Approved, January 135, 1811.

An Act concerning an act to enable the President of the I/nited Siates, under certain
contingencies, to take possession of the country lying east of the river Perdido, and
south of the statc of Georgia ond the Misaissippi territory, and for other purpoaes,
and the declaration accompanying the same.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America, in Cangress ascembled, 'That this aet, and the act passed during the
present session of Congress, entitled “An act to enable the I'resident of the
United States, under certain contingencies, to take possession of the country
lying east of the river Perdido, and south of the state of Georgia and the Mis-
rissippi territory, and for other purposes,” and the declaration accompanying
the same, he not printed or published, until the end of the next session of Con-
gress, unless directed by the President of the United States, any law or usage
to the ¢ontrary notwithstanding.

Approved March 3, 1811.

From the foregoing it appears that these enactments were not
published or promulgated in duc course: they arc found in volume
3 of the Statutes at Large immediately after the various acts of April
20, 1818, one of which (Chapter 80) was entitled “An Act to provide
for the publication of the laws of the United States, and for other
purposes,” and contained the following:

Be it enacted by the Scnate and Hcuse of Rcpresentatives of the United
States of Amcrica, in Congress ass¢mbled, That, at and during the session of
each Congress of tlie United States, the Secretary for the Department of Stnte
shall cause the acts and resolutions passed by Congress at such session, to be
published, currently as they are enacted, and as soon as practicable, In not
more than one newspaper In the District of Columbia, and in :nof more than
three newspapers in each of the several states, and in not more than threg¢
newspapers in each of the territories of the United States. And he ¥y
cause to be published, In the like manner, In the sald newspapers. ot tn:

.. Rre o
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them as he shall for that purpose designate, the public treaties entered into and

ratified by the United States.
* . LJ .
wno. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of State shall cause to
be c:.c:.a:a: at the close of every gession of Congress, und as mwac sm. c_.mn_._
ticable, eleven thousand coples of the ucts of Congress ."Mn H_E.nor:__,m_w_; ”_:_MM:
. ‘ongr iments to the constitution adopted,
solutions passed by Congress, amenc ;
“.HE:a trenties made and ratified since the then last publication of the laws.

(8 Statutes at Large, p. 439.)

* * *

Previous acts regarding the promulgation . ».E._ vcc.:omao:. of
statutes of the United States had been less explicit in their language

as to the time of publication.

. X1V. An Aet to provide for the safe-keeping of the Acts, Records and Seal of
e ’ the United Statcs, and for other purposcs.

QrcrioN 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 2.6
Q.,_.:.a States of America in Congrcss assembled, That the Ixecutive ;_mw._.,:w..
ment, denominated the Department of Forelgn Affairs, m:::. _:..._ .ﬁ%.ﬂ. vn:..:
=a,=:‘.==8; the Department of State. and the principnl oflicer therein shi

q s+ be called the Secretary of State. . o .
__Emm.ﬂo:m And be it further enacted, That whenever a bill, order, resolution, or

3 wentatives, having been approved and
< ¢ the Senate and House of Represen y mpprove
W_.MMmM by the President of the United States, or not having heen __oﬂs:hm._ MH
law, or take effect, it shall forthw
bim with his objections. shall become n A efrec . S
v tary from the President; anc
reafter be received by the said Secretar) ! . .
M_M_: order, resolution, or vote, shall be returned by the :mm:_wﬂ_::_“_ r_“M
cEmnm_::m and shall, on being reconsidered, he agreed to bhe passed, an o
approved .c< two-thirds of both Houses of Congress, and :_mmné.,. wmac_ﬂao_“_ o
be received by the said Secretary Iror
or take effect, it shall, in such case, e
ker of the House of Represen . .
President of the Senate, or the Spea O atary
‘e been so approved; and the said ®
whichsoever House it shall last have e Secrernsy
be, after he shall receive the same, S
shall, as soon as conveniently may be, . e S e of
. su i 1 vote, to be published in at leas
very such law, order, resolution, and  to b u : .
Mrm wcd:n newspapers printed within the United States, and w:ﬁ:%ﬂ_.woo“mﬂmw
e v be cered to cach Senator and Representatl >
one printed copy to be deliverec . W T e e the
q i luly authenticated to be se
T tates, and two printed copies duly . I to ] ot & )
WMMM”W_W@ authority of each State; nd he shall carefully Ec.rc:m the o1 _...::.AT.
5.5 shall cause the same to be recorded in books to be provided for the purpose.
(Act of Sept. 15, 1789, 1 Statutes at Large, p. 68.)

CHAP. L—An Act for the more general promulgation of the laws of the United Statea.

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Housc of Representatives “Maﬁ..ﬁﬂ
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, for :_m__:w_‘om %EE,@E
promulgation of the 1aws of the United States, the mma_,m::‘z for .fmc vw nted
of State shall, after the end of the next session of Congress, n::wmon D e
and collated at the public expense, & complete edition of the _3%. e
States, comprising the constitution of the United States, the public ¢

force, and the treaties, together with an index to the same. .
' . - *

enacted, That the acts passed at each succeeding
ure treaties, shall be printed and distributed,

- * L] L
Sxo. 8. And be it further
session of Congress, iucluding fut
n iike manper and proportlon.. .
: Fﬁ 'of March 8, 1786, 1 8tatutes at Large, D 448.)

.

R Y NPT YA
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CHAPTER I.—An Act to amend the act intituled “An act for the more general promulga
tion of the Laws of the United States.”

Be it enacted by the Scnate and House of Represcntatives of the United
States of America in Congress assemblcd, That the Secretary for the department
of State shall cause to be Included in the edition of the laws of the United
States, directed to be printed by the sald act, the laws of the United States
which may be passed during the present session of Congress: Provided, the
game can be done at an expense which he shall judge reasonable.

(Act of Dec. 21, 1796, 1 Statutes at Large, . 496.)

CHAP, XXX.—An Act in addition to an act intituled “An act for the more general
promulgation of thc Laws of the Unitcd Ntates.”

SEcTION 1. Be it enacted by the Scnate and House of Representatives of the
United States of Amcrica in Congress assenbled, That the Secretary of State
shall, as soon as convenientiy may be, after he shall receive any order, resolu-
tion or law passed by Congress, cause the same to be published at least in one
of the public newspapers printed within each state; and whenever in any state,
the aforesaid publication shall be found not sufliciently extensive for the
promulgation thereof, the Secretary of State shall cause sich orders, resolutions
and laws to be published in a greater number of newspapers printed within
such state, not exceeding three in any state.

(Act of Mar, 2, 1799, 1 Statutes at Larue, p. 724.)

CHAP. V1.—An Act to authorize the publication of the lawa of the {/nited States
within the ferritorics of the United States.

Be it cnacted by the Scnate and House of Representalives of the United
States of America, in Congress asscmbled, That the Secretary for the Depart-
ment of State be, and he is hereby authorized to cause the laws of the United
States. passed, or to be passed, during the present or any future session of
Congress, to be published in two of the public newspapers within each and
every territory of the United States:—DI’rovided, in his opinion, it shall become
necessary and expedient.

(Act of Nov. 21, 1814, 3 Statutcs at Large, p. 145.)

With the language of the foregoing statutes and of that of the
act of April 20, 1818 (supra), may well be compared that of the
act of January 12, 1895.

The Secretary of State shall cause to be edited, printed, published, and dis-
tributed pamphlet copies of the statutes of the present and each future session
of Congress to the oflicers and persons hereinafter provided for; said distri-
Lutfon shall be made at the close of every session of Congress.

* * * » * * *

The Secretary of State Is authorized to have printed as many additional
copies of the pamphlet laws as he may deem needful for distribution and sale
by him, at cost price, not exceeding one thousand coples of the laws of any
one session in any one year. . ’

The Public Printer shall deliver to the folding rooms of the Senate and
House of Representatives seven thousand coples of the pamphlet laws, two
thousand coples of which shall be for the Senate and five thousand coples for
the House, and to the superintendent of documents five hundred coples, for
distribution to State and Territorial libraries and to designated depositorles,

After the close of each Congress the Secretary of Stnte shail have editeq,
printed, and bound a sufficlent number of the volumes containing the Statutes

IR S Y

t Large enacted by that Congress to ena

fuany
The pamphiet coples of

Biained in all the courts of the Unite
4.. ‘he said pamphlet and the Statutes &
f.oncurrent T
Rproclamatd

(Jaxtrac
p. 614-615.)

-

BLowever, been rem /
o July 6, 1812 (mentioning the
- Hustrating the practical necessity of the con

B louses of Congress if sec

| osses jon of th
Goeorgia and the
twelfth of January, one thousand el
(horizing the President to take
B (10 Mississippi Territory
B ussed the twenty
B¢ removed And, alse, so fa
R Gocretary of State to Gener
Innuary, one tho
April, one thousand eight hundred
General D. B. Mitche
<oventh of May, one thous:

8 (1ic consideration and p .
very similar to those at the third .
in 1811, heretofore discussed. (Annals of Conyr

| 134, 1015, 1016, 1079.)

9

ble him to distribute copies, or as

thereof as may be needed.
[ L . [ L] L] *

the statutes and the bound coples of the Acts of
evidence of the laws and treaties therein coun-
Jd States and of the several States therein.
t Large shall contain all laws, joint and
and also all conventions, treatles,

h Congress shall he legnl

esolutions passed by Congress,

ons, and agreements.

t from section 73 of the Act of Jun. 12, 1895, 28 Statutes at Larae.

The injunction of secrecy as to the act of January 15. 1811 ::._.
oved by resolution of the House of Repre-entatives
act as “ passed January 12, 18117,
tinuing consent of both

recy is to remain effective.

so far as concerns “AN act to en-

That the injunction of secrecy,
tingoncies, to take

Resolred, .
under certain ¢

v Ires he United States,
DI _cyr_ma:w%_n:nﬁ_.wm Iving east of the Perdido, and somth of the State of
Mississippi Territory, and for other purposes.” | axed on the
aht hundred and cleven, anl YA hill au-
possession of tract of country lying wnith :m
s other p

ses

. and of the State of Georsia, s
fifth of June last, and the procecdings thereon. respoectively,
r us relates to the following letters: two from the
al G. Matthews, one dated the (woenty-sixth of
wand eight hundred and eleven, and the other the fourth of
A and twelve; and two from Mr Monroe to
he other the twenty-

1. one dated the tenth of April. t
e eisht hundred and twelve.
(Annals of Congress, vol. 24, . 1694 .
1o second session of the Twelfth Congress In
assage of the act of February 12, 1813, were
cession of the Fleventh Congress,
ex, vol, 20, pp. 124

The procecdings at tl

o in the editor’s note on page 471 of

That statute is also referred t .
quoted, and is found on

volume 3 of the Statutes at Large, above
page 472 of that volume, as follows:

posscasion of @ tract of

nited States to take
{ the river Perdido.

z e President of the U
An Act authorizing the o woet o

country lying south of the M issisnippt territor

Re it enacted by the Senate and Houge of a&:.iqii.:iu of the 3:.2.;.
States of America, in Congress asscmbled, That the President be, and _:.. _../
hereby, authorized to occupy and hold all that tract of country called West

Florida, which lies woest of the river Perdido, not now in possession of the

United States. L

1 Printed in the Appendix hereto.
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:om_ﬁ.”“_m_.nww:; nd E.a it ?M.::;. enacted, ‘That, for the purpose of occupying a
e country aforesald, and of affording protecti .
thereof, under the authority i i resident iy e
. ] y of the United States, the Presid
such parts of the military and ¥ * I tes 8 e mrny o
N 3 d naval forece of the United States ns he may deoy
vﬂ (e u s . .

o _.~. 3. And be it further cnacted, That for defraying the necessary expenses
" M~__ y thousand dollars are hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any :5:.3;
; .F. CE.Z:.@ not otherwise appropriated. and to be applied for :_o.v:_. cn.
aforesaid. under the direction of the President rose

Approved, February 12, 1813.

The ﬁo:nﬁ.,mmom sitting in 1811 and in 1813 met while James Madi
son was President; from April 2, 1811, until the close of 3.:_»1.9 _
second term, James Monroe was Secretary of State. m__ooaaﬁdm__“‘ /T;,
son as President on March 4, 18175 the period in question :.;M,“;m_:_.
twenty-five years after the date when the machinery of 2:.. ﬁo,,.ozs
:.6:« under the Constitution was started, and at that time no :,.:_..
tical or legal difficulty was found in the way of the o::a::m__:.om
mm_owme statutes of the United States, when secreey was deemed f
tial by the National Legislature and the Exceutive. o

§ Covermmnent, tounded on the late order for t

APPLENDIX

ENCLEL HE b

AT CTHE THIRD SESSION

f Annals of Conzvess, vol, 220 pp. B us0

TirurspAY, JaNUARY 3, 1811

The following confidentinl Message was received from the 1P

pENT OF THE UNITED STATES, by Mr. Coles, his Secretary:
ex of the Uniled Stales:

To the Senate and House of Representatic
1 communicate 1o Congress, in confidence, o letter. of the
o Governor Foleh, of West Flovida, to the Seevetary of Niate s and another,
[ the same date, from the sae, to John McRKee '
[ communicate, in ke manner, & letter from the B
o the Secretary of State, with the answer of the latte
amnot have heen written in consequence of any i
ing

wl by the United State

ber,

. (S8
letter
h

West Florida well knowneto be
aunieation has ever heen made by t1
emphating an interposition which
h no call can
for the fulfibnent of an
o of the document, with the
not be withheldd fron the

with Spain, «

o which

Ihe spirit and
it proceeds, requived that it shou

Congress.

Taking into view the tenor
Woare ol
enxtward of the yive

[ these several coannpnicaltions,

things with which
adjoining the U ited States,
and tranguillity. and the peculiar inierest they o
I recommend to the considertion of Congress, the =
tion that the United Ntates could not xee, withour sei
of a neighboring territory, in which they have. in il
aud g0 Just noconcern, pass from the hawls of Spain info

Lany part
<, =0 deep
any other

foreign IPower,

1 recomniend to their consider
Executive to take temporary possession of any px
rrangements which may be
ing provision for the go ernment of the same,

ation, also, the expoedieney of authorizing the
wt or parts of the said ferri-
tory, in pursuance of i desired hy the Spanish
authorities; and for mak during
such possession.

The wisdom of Congress will, at
expedient to provide for the event
within the territory in question, and ap

other foreign Power.

ow far it may be

the same time, determine h
ish authorities

of a subversion of the Span
prehended occupancy thereof by any
JaMFES MADISON.

W ASHINGTON, January 38,1811,
11
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The Message was read.

On motion by Mr. CLAY,

Resolved, That the Message from the P
States, of this day, which has been just read, be r
mittee, with leave to report by bill or otherwise.

Mr. Cray, Mr. CrawroRD, Mr. BrapLey, Mr. SMITIL, of Maryland.

and Mr. ANDERSON, WeTe appointed the committee.

resident of the United
cferred to a com-

PRS-
-

MoNDAY, JANUARY (.

from the committee, appointed the 3d instant, on the
ent of the United States, reported
dent of the United States to

Mr. Cray,
confidential Message of the Presid
o declaration and bill to enable the Presi
take possession of the country lying east of the Perdido, and south of
the State of Georgia and the Mississippi Territory, and for other
purposes; which were read, and passed to a second reading.

On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON. that the bill be now read the second
time; it was objected to, as against the rule.

On motion, by Mr. CraWroRD, that the Secretary furnish e
ator, requiring it, with a manuscript copy of the said bill,
determined in the negative—yeas 14, nays 16.

* * i # * *

* E3

ed the following resolution for consideration

Mr. Bavarp submitt
o instructed to cause to be print

Resolred, That the Secretary of the Senate b
of the bill and declaration (his ¢

one copy for each member of the Senate,

reported to the Senate by their select committee; and 1o adopt such me
as will insure the same heing printed witliout dang
of the Senate, on the subject, heing disclosed.

On the question to agrec thereto, 1t w
tive—yeas 7, nays 23.
* .

as determined in the neg

* *

TUESPAY, JANUARY 8.

The bill to enable the Presid
sion of the country lying east of th
of Georgia and the Mississippi Territor
was read the second time; and, on motion by Mr.
ered as in Committee of the Whole.

On motion, by Mr. BAYARD, t0 amend th
first section thereof the words, “In the even
for that purpose as shall have been made wit

e bill, c% Stiking out of
t of such arrangem

ach Sen-
1t was

ol
Ty
asures

vor of the seeret proceeding

ent of the United States to talke posses
¢ Perdido, and south of the State
'y, and for other purposes.
CLay, it was consid-

h the local authority

13

hereof, to insert the words, © In
de with the local authority
possession of the same to

which may then exist; ” and, in lieu t
s been or shall be ma

case an arrangement ha
of the said territory for delivering up the
the United States:”

On motion, by Mr. GILMAN,
for; and the question being put on striking out, it was dete
the aflirmative.

The question was then taken upon inserting the proposed amend-
ment, and determined in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 12.

* * * * A *

On motion, by Mr. Bayarb, further to amend the bill. by striking
out of the first section thereof the words,  Or in the event of an
attempt to occupy the said territory by any foreign Government.”
it was determined in the negative—yeas 11, nays 20.

* * * * *
it was agreed to amend the fourth sec-
d “enacted.” the words,
aid shall be obtained

a division of the question was called
rmined 1n

*

On motion, by Mr. Bayanp,
tion of the bill, by inserting, after the wor
«That in case possession of the teiritory afores

by the United States, as aforesaid.”

pemm———— g

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9.

e Whole, the bill to
ake possession of the
State of Georgia

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of ti
enable the President of the United States to t
territory lying east of the Perdido, and south of the
and the Mississippl Territory, and for other purposes.

Mr. Lroyp presented the oaths, or affidavits, subseribed and sworn
to by Samuel Turner, jun., John G. McDonald, and Lewis L. Machen.
for the faithful discharge of their respective Juties as clerks in the

office of the Secretary of the Senate of the United States: which were
_.ap&.wmmozoﬂm“

o~

0.
«

that T will, with fidelity, and t

jun., do solemnly swear,
assicned 1o me as:

¢ duties that may he
of the Scenate of the United Statess an
t all the confidential busines

1, Samuel Turner,
the best of my ability. perform th

clerk in the oflice of the Secretary
that T will, faithfally and inviolably, keep secre
ally absolved therefrom.

of the Senate until I may be specl
SQAMUEL TURNER. Jr.

DisTrICT OF COLUMBIA,
County of Washington.

On the 9th day of January, 1811, Samue
one of the United States’ justices of the peace for
to the truth of the above statement.

1 Turner came befor
the county, and made oat

the

ent
JogN OTT.

¢ the subscribe:

ro
pproved For Release 2011/08/15 : CIA-RDP05C01629R000300520013-4

<



A
pproved For Release 2011/08/15 : CIA-RDP05C01629R000300520013-4

o AA Y. . o e T

14

that 1 will, with fidelity, and to the
asxioned toome asa clerk in
(0 Statess and that 1 will,

Al huginess of the Senate.

1, John G. MeDonald, do solemnly swear.
best of my ability, perform the duties that may be
the office of the Secretary of the Senate of the v
faithfully and inviolably, keep seeret all the contiden
until I may be specially absolved therefrom.

Jonx G, McDoNawn

January, 1811

fore me, this Oth day of
SanmUEL No SMALLWOOD.

Sworn to and suhscribed he

st T owill with fidelity, and to the
sl Lo me s dt clerk

1. Lewis IL Machen, do soleninly Swes
wothe dities that nay he 2

best of my ability. perf
in the office of the Qecpetary of the Senates o that Towilly faithfully and in
3:_:_:.4._::._../.».2.2 all the contidential business of the Senate, untit T ma

he specially absolved therefrom.

Liwis 11, MAaCHEN,

Oth diry of January, 1811,
Qaah, N SMALLWOOD, J.o .

Sworn to and subscribed before me, |
Wherenpon. on motion by Mr. Lroyo.
Resolved, That the Sceretary of the Senate be authorized to en
ploy the clerks in hig oflice, who have cubseribed and taken the oath.
:_c?::c*i:c:_:_r. rE_:_.c.

ad to the Senate. in {ranscribing or
otherwise arranging the business confidentially communicated to the
Senate.

On motion, by Mr. CraY,
of the bill, by inserting the w
{he words “same” and © to.”

On motion, by Mr. Cray, it was agreed to
ing out all the words. in the second section,
«and he may for, &e.3” also, by striking out of th

words, “ of the said detachment, and.”
On motion, by Mr. CraY, it was agree
by striking out of the third section the words,
sisting such part of the detachment as may
service, and;” also the word *other.” betw
and “ expenses;” also, by inserting after the words ¢ necessary for.
the words, * obtaining possession as aforezaid. and:” and. also, by

striking out the words, “ and the

On motion, by Mr. Cray, it was agreed
by adding to the first section the re
section; and by adopting the o
the second and third sections of the bill; and having gon¢ throug!
the amendments, the President reported the bill to the House ac

cordingly.

On motion, by Mr. FRANKLIN. further to am
ing out of the first section the words, “or in the event.
to occupy the said territory, or any par
ent,’ it was determined in the negativ
* »*

it was agreed to amend the first section
ords, “or any part thereof.” between

amend the bill, by strik-
preceding the words,
¢ same section the

1 further to amend the bill,
« for paving and sub-
be required for actual
cen the words “guch ™

Al

Governm
. L 3

* »* *

&, ieme

Territories of the United States.”
further to amend the bilk
mainder of the original second
riginal third and fourth sections, a3

end the bill, by strik-
of- the attempt

t thereof, by an¥ foreign
e—yeas 10. nays 19.

15
On the question, © Shall this bill be engrossed and read o third
d?7 it was determined in the aflimmative.
, that the injunction of seereey re-
1 that the further discussion thereof
d in the negative—veas 6.

e, as amende
On motion, by Mr. CHAMPLIN
-peeting the bill be taken off, an
e with open doors, it was determine
nays o4,
* * s 2 e *
submitted the following motion:
r of the bill, entittod AR act to chabre the
ssion of the country iyving eist uf
1 the Miss ppi Ter
t by the members
take off the injunction of

*

Mr. A NDERSON
That the subject-matte
president of the United States to take posse
e Perdido, and south of the State of (seorgin an
aned for other _.:_._z../.c./..: he kept jnviolably secre
until the Senate <hall, by thelr resolution.

Resoleed,

[enate,
AWCTOCY
Which was read; and on th

termined in the aflivmative—yeas

£ 3 X
My. Currs, from the committee, reg
correctly engrossed.
A confidential message was rec
Mr. MONTGOMERY and Mr.
esolution, in which thev

¢ question to agree {horeto, it wa- e

2(), nays 0.
* *

yorted the

cived from the
tatives, by Currs, two me
hody, with the following v

yence of the Senate:
UNITED STATES,

CoNGRESS OF THE
Jan. S, 1811,

In House of -33..,.2,:r:....
world, the peculing

w the present state of the
American provinces. and the intimate reladis
the river Pevdido, adjoining the
Therefore,
House of >.o:~.~_f,=§:._....n af the
That the United States
adjoining the
of Spain into

aking into vie
Spain and of the
tory eastward of
curity and tranquility :

Resolved, by the Senate and
of America in Congress asxembled,
indifference, any part of the Spanish provinees.
ward of the river Perdido, puss from the hands

other foreign l'ower.
The resolution was read, and passed to & cecond reading.

PR

TrurspAY, Jaxuvary 10.

' The bill to enable the President o

session of the country lying east O
State of Georgia and the Mississippi Territory, and

was read the third time; and, on motion by Mr.

blank with the words “one hundred thousand dollars;™
On the question to agree thereto, the Senate being ¢

the President determined the question in the affirmative.

Dill Tast mentioned.

H—::L. of :.._:A..r_,:-
mbers of that

ack the couenr-

- <ituntion of
of the terri-
United States, o theivr se-

U nited State
ot see, with
States, east-
thoxe of any

£ the United States to take pos-

£ the Perdido, and south of the
for other pur-

Cravy, to fill the

qually divided,

A
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Frpay, Jaxvary 11,

On the question, Shall this bill pass, as amended?” it was de-

termined in the affirmative—yeas 23, nays (.
* *

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Cuanprin, was re-
sumed ; and, on his motion, 1t was agreed to amend the resolution, as

follows:

Rexolved, That the I'resident of the United States be requested to cause to
be laid before the Senate such com jentions as may have heen made to him
by Louis de Onix, in relation to his having been appointed i special Minister
to the United States by the Supreme Central Junta of Spain: and, also, in re-
anrd to the par cular object of his appointment.

On the question to agree thereto. it was determined in the nega-

* * * * *

On motion, by Mr. CrAY, it was agreed to amend the title of the
bill, by inserting the word “ river,” before the word «“ Perdido;” and
after the word ¢ States,” by inserting the words under certain con-
tingencies.”

So it was Resolved, That this bill do pass, and that the title thercof
be “An act to enable the President of the United States, under cer-
{ain contingencies, to take possession of the country lying east of
the river Perdido, and south of the State of Georgia and the Mis
sissippi Territory, and for other purposes.”

On motion, by Mr. Cray,

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to carry the said
bill to the House of Representatives, and ask their concurrence
therein.

Ordered, That Mr. CLax and Mr. Bavarp be the committee.

Mr. Cray reported that the committee had performed the service
assigned them.

The following confidential Message was received from the Prest

e Unrrep STaTeES by Mr. Coles, his Secretary:

sentatives of the Unifed States?
the translation of a letter from

tive—yeas 9, nays 18.

* * * * oo * *

Mr. ANpErsoN, from the committee appointed on the subject. re-
ported the confidential resolution from the Ifouse of Representatives,
with the following amendment:

Qirike out all the words after the wort
Jution, to the end thereof, and in licu thereof,
situation of 8§ and of her American provinces ; and considering the
which the o the ferritory adjoining the south 1
States may have upon their security, tranquillity, and ¢

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the United States, under the pev y
of the exi risis, ingui

1 “the.) first mentioned in the first

line of the re

DENT OF T

To the Senate and House of RRepre
I communicate to Congress, in contid
Louis de Onis to the Captain General of C

of ::.n_..._:...,/.e_:::::z and s
enter into more important eorresy mdences of the writer,

ouncils, at a eritieal period, views adverse to the peare
renders the contents of the letter of

A,
it may be inferred
at the

vin suhjeet

The tendeney gestions, which,
from this specimen,
to promote, in forelgn ¢
and to the best interests of our country,
suflicient moment to be made known to the Legislature.

to n future negoti:

Which report was read, and considered
Whole; and. on motion to adopt the report. a div
tion was called for by Mr. Daxa, and the question to strike out was
agreed to, and the amendment was adopted: and the President re-
ported the resolution to the ITouse accordingly.

Onrdered, That the resolution pass to the third reading. as amended.

as in Commitice of the

JamEs MADISOXN. ..
i<ion of the ques-

Janvary 10. 1 811.

The Message and letter therein r
{o a select committee, to consider and report thereon.
Ordered, That Mr. BAYARD, Mr. Crawrorp, and Mr. CLAY, be the

cominittee.
The resolution yesterday received, confidentially, by message, from
d the second time; and, on

the House of Representatives, was rea

motion by Mr. CRAWFORD, it was referred to a select committee, t*
consider and report thereon; and Mr. AxpErsoN, Mr. CRAWFORD.
Mr. Cray, Mr. BrapLEY, and Mr. S»its, of Maryland, were P

pointed the committee.
Mr. CHAMPLIN submitted the

cferred to, were read, and referred

SATURDAY, JaNuary 12.

Mr. Cutts, from the committee, reported the amendment to the
confidential resolution from the House of Representatives, correctly
engrossed ; and the resolution was read the third time, as amended.

On the question, “Shall this resolution pass, as amended?” it
was determined in the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 6.

following motion for consideration:

e United States be 3::%8&.»3 eause '

Resolved, That the President of th
¢ been made to i

be laid before the Sennte such communications as may hav

by Louis de Onis, in relntion to his having been appointed 8 special Minlster t¢ - . . . - . »
g in.

the United States by the Supreme Centr al Junta of Spo 1 2 .
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On motion, by Mr. WORTHINGTON,
Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to carry the said

resolution and amendment to the House of Representatives, and

ask their concurrence therein.
Ordered, That Mr. Cray and Mr. PicerixG be the committee.

MoxDAY, JANUARY 14.

Mr. Cray, from the committee, reported that they had performed
the duties assigned them on Saturday last.

The following confidential message Was received from the House
of Representatives, by Mr. MontcoMery and Mr. MiLLer, two meni-
bers of that body:

Mr. PresipeENT: The House of Zocﬂmm.e_:zz,.am agree to the amendiment of the
Senate. to the resolution making a declaration with respect to our Southern
frontler.

They concur in the bill, entitled *
States, under certain contingencies,
enst of the river Perdido. and south of the
Territory, and for other purposes.”

Mr. Curts, from the committee,
amined, and found duly enrolled, the bill

tioned.

An act to enable the Iresident of the United
to take possession of the country Iying
State of Georgla and the Mississippt

reported that they this day ex
and resolution last men-

Turspay, JANUARY 1D

age was received from the House

The following confidential mess
ry and Mr. MILLER, two mem-

of Representatives, by Mr. MONTGOME

bers of that body:
Mr. Presient: The Speaker of the House of Representatives

having signed an enrolled bill, and an enrolled resolution, we are
dirvected to bring them to the Senate for the signature of their Presi-

dent.
The Presipent signed the enrolled bill and resolution last reported

to have been examined; and they were delivered to the committee, to
be laid before the President of the United States.

e

FripaY, JANUARY 18.

committee, reported that they did, on the
ent of the United States -the en-

Mr. Currs, from the
15th instant, lay before the Presid
rolled bill, entitled “An act to enable the President of the United

States, under certain contingencies, to take possession of the country

lying east of the river Perdido,
and the Mississippi Territory, a
resolution making a declaration with r
tier.

19

and south of the State of Georgia

nd for other purposes”; also, the
espect to our Southern fron-

The following confidential message Was reccived from the Iouse

of Representatives, by Mr. Movteoyery and Mr. Gray, two members
of that body:

Mr. Presipext: The President of the United States hath notified

the Ilouse of Representatives that he did. on the 15th instant, ap-

prove and sign the enrolled resolution, making a declaration with

respect to our Southern frontier.

The following confidential Message was received from the Presi-
DENT OF THE A,,Zﬂ,—._.u_u STATI
The President of the United States «
approve and sizn “An net to enable the President of the t
certain contingencies, to take possession of the country 1y
Perdido, and south of the State of Georgia aml the Missis

for other purposes.
O rdered, That the Seeretary communicate the sae to the House of

on the 1ath ins
ited States. u
< east of the river

Mr. I’RESIDE

Representatives, confidentially.

Sexpay, Marar 3

iitted the following motion for consideration:
Pl Uaited Ntates

Mr. Cray sul
by (he Neoade and dlouse of Wepresenlalives of

Iesoliyed,
4.1..-;— _—

of Amcrica in
gession of Cong
States, under

ringe e

Conaress dassemblod, That the M
Ve the President of the

to toke pessession of the con
o State of Georzin ad the Mis<
Wl the dedl NoarerolnpinN i
ent o the

Territ
sune, he
United States, any vy or
by Mr. Cray, the resolution was twice read. by W

printed or prbli
nsnge to tie contrary notwithstandin,

On motion.
mous consent.

On the question, * Shall this resolution be engro-=cd aurl read w
third time? it was determined in the aflivmative.

Mr. Corrs, from the conmittee. reported the resolution Jas Ui
tioned, correctly engrossed; and the resolution was read the third
time, by unanimous consent; and

Resolved, That this resolution do pass.

On motion, by Mr. Turxes,

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to carry the said
resolution to the Ilouse of Representatives, and ask their concurrence

therein.
Ordered, That Mr. TurNER and Mr. Smrri, of Maryland, be the

committee.

AT
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Mr. Turnegr, from the committee, reported that they had per-
formed the duty assigned them.

A confidential message was received from the House of Repre-
sentatives. by Mr. Moxtcomery and Mr. Moone, two members of that
body, as follows:

Mr. Iresent: The House of Representatives have passed the
confidential resolution sent from the Senate, with amendments, in
which they ask the concurrence of the Senate.

The Senate proceeded to consider the amendments of the Houso
of Representatives to the said resolution. And

Resolved, That they do concur therein.

On motion, by Mr. GAILLARD,

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to inform the
ouse of Representatives that the Senate have concurred in the said
amendments.

Ordered. That Mr. Worrnixerox and Mr. Bavarp be the com-
mittee.

My, Bavarn, from the committee. reported that they had per
formed the duty assigned them.

Mvr. Currs, from the committee, reported that they had examined,
and found duly enrolled, the bill, entitled “An aet concerning the act
to enable the President of the United States. under certain contin
cencies, to take possession of the country lying east of the river
Perdido. and sonuth of the State of Georgia and the Missizsippi Ter
ritory. and for other purposes. and the declaration accompanying

Py

the same.”

A confidential message was veeeived from the House of Repre
senfafives. by Mr. Moxreomery and My, Mook, two members of
that body:

Mr. Presioext: The Speaker of the House of Representatives hav
ing signed an enrolled bill. we ave direcied to bring it to the Senate
for the signature of their President.

The Paesiext signed the enrolled Wil Tast veported to have heen
examined. and it was delivered to the committer, to be laid hefore
the President of the United States.

Mr. Currs, from the committee, reported that they this day laid
before the President of the United States the enrolled confidential
bill last mentioned. ‘

A confidential Message was received from the PrESIbENT OF TiTE
UNrTED STATES, as follows:

Mr. PresiENT: The President of the United States this day approved and

signed the confidential bill, entitled “An act concerning an act to éndble the
President of the United States, under certain contingencies, to take possession

of the country lying east of the river Perdido, and south of the State of

21

Georgia and the Mississippi Tervitory, and for other purposes, and the deciara-
tign accompanying the same,”

Ordered, That Mr. Currs and Mr. CamreeLr Le n committee to
notify the House of Representatives thereof.

SUPPLIEMENTAL JOURNAL

OF SUCIH PROCEEDINGS 0OF TIlE THIRD SFE 10N OF THE ELEVENTH CONGRESS. AN,
ING THE TIME THEY WERE DEPENDING, WERE ORDERED TO BE KEPT SECRET, A

WARDS KEMOVED RY

RESPECTING WHICIH THE INJUNCTION OF SECRECY WAS AR
ORDER OF THE HOUSE,

[Annals of Congress, vol. 22, pp. 1117-1148.)

Truvwsoay, Jaxvary 5, 1811

A confidential Message was received from the President of the
United States: when the House was eleared of all persons except the
members and the Clerk. and the said Message was read, and referred
to a select conmittee, composed of Mr. Moxtcomery, Mr. Corrs, My
W. Arstox. Mr. . B. Porrer, My, Gray, Mr. Thaveso Mr Tlesr-
inaron, Me. Mierer, and Mr. Barey, to consider and report thereoi.

ATURDAY. JANUARY O,

The House being cleared of all persons except the members awd
Clerk, on a motion made. and leave given by the House, Mr. Moxr-
coMERry. from the committee appointed. on the third instant. on the
confidential Message of the President of the United States. presented
a bill authorizing the President of the United States to oceupy the
territory therein mentioned. and for other purposes: which w as real
the first and second time.

A motion was then made by Mr. Burwern, that it be the order for
Monday next; and the question being taken thercon. it was resolved
in the affirmative—yeas 80, nays 27,

o s B e % i s

Mr. MoxreoMmery, from the same committee, also reported a joint
resolution, which is in the following words, to wit:

Taking into view the present state of the world, the peculinr situation of
Spain, and of her American Provinces; the ncknowledged claim of the United
States on that country, for indemnifications of great magnitude, and the inti-
mate relation of the territery eastward of the river Perdido, adjolning the
sald States, to their security, and tranquillity ; Therefore.
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Resolred, hy the Senate and JHouse of Representatives of the Uniled States of
America in Congress assembled, That the ited States ean not see, with in-
difference, any patrt of the Spanish Provinees adjoin the snid States east-
ward of the river Perdido, pass trem the hands of Spain inta those of any

uther foreign Power.

Which was received and read the first time; and, on motion, the
said resolution was read the second time,

A motion was made by Mr. Srtaxtey, that it be referred to the
Conmittee of the whole House to whom was referred, this day, the
bill authorizing the President of the United States to occupy the
territory therein mentioned, and for other purposes: and the ques-
tion being taken thercon. it was determined in the negative,

A motion was then made by Mr. W. Arstox, that it be referred to
o Committee of the Whole, to-day: and the question being taken
thereon. it was resolved in the aflivmative.

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the whole TTouse
on the said resolution; and, after some time spent therein, the Com-
mittee rose reported progress and had leave to sit again.

Moxpay. Jaxvany 7.

The House being cleared of all persons except the members and
the Clerk. the Iouse resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole
on the joint resolution reported by the seleet committee appointed
on the confidential Message of the President of the United States of
the third instant: and, after some time spent therein, the Committee
rose and reported an amendment thereto; which was read: and on
the question that the House do now coneur in the report of the Com-
mittee of the whole HHouse, a motion was made by Mr. Quixcy, that
the said report and resolution do lic on the table: and the question
being taken thereon, it was determined in the negative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Staxvorn, to winend the resolu-
tion by striking out the preamble thereto, which i« as wmended by
the Committee of the whole House, in the following words, to wit:
“Taking into view the present state of the world, the peenliar situa-
tion of Spain and of her American Provinces, and the intimate re-
lation of the territory eastward of the river Perdido, adjoining the
said States, to their security and tranquillity.”

And debate arising thercon, an adjonrmuent was called for, and
carried. .

Turspay, JANUARY 8.

The House resumed the consideration of the unfinished business of
vesterday, which was depending and undetermined at the time of

23

adjournment. The question being again stated from the Chair on
striking out the preamble to the resolution reported by the Committec
of the whole House, a division of the same was called for; and the
question being taken on striking out, it was determined in the nega-
tive—yeas 41, nays 65.

* * * * * * *

The question then recurred on concurring in the amendment re-
ported by the Committee of the whole House, proposing to strike
out of the preamble the following: “the acknowledged claim of the
United States on that country for indemnifications of great magni-
tude.” And the question being taken thereon, it was resolved in the
affirmative—yeas 89, nays 21.

* * * * * * *

Pending the question, “ Shall the resolution be engrossed for a
third reading?” a motion was made by Mr. Quixcy, to amend the
resolution, by striking out the words “with indifference,” for the
purpose of inserting the words “without serious inquictude;” and
the question being taken thereon, it was determined in the negative.

A motion was made by Mr. Bacox, to amend the preamble to the
said resolution, by striking out the word “said.” for the purpose of
inserting the word ¢ United;” and the question being taken thereon.
it was resolved in the affirmative.

A motion was made by Mr. WrionT, to amend the resolution. by
adding the following to the end thereof:

Resolred, That the President be requested to make such arrangements for the
temporary possession of any part of Floridn east of the Perdido, with the
Spanish authoritles, that he may think necessary for that purpose.

And the question being taken thereon, it was determined in the
negative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Staxrorn. to amend the resolution.
by adding the following words to the end thereof: “And that the
President of the United States, in pursuance of arrangements which
may be desired by the Spanish authoritics. he authorized to take
temporary possession of any part or parts of the said Territory.”

A question of order being made, whether the motion of the gentle-
man from North Carolina, Mr. StaNrorn, was in order. as it appar-
ently contained the principles embraced by the amendment proposed
by the gentleman from Maryland, Mr. WricurT, the Speaker decided
that it was not in order.

A motion was then made by Mr. Macox, that the said resolution do
lic on the table; and the question being taken thereon, it was deter-
mined in the negative.

The question then recurred on the engrossing the resolution for a

Approved For Release 2011/08/15 : CIA-RDP05C01629R000300520013-4



Approved For Release 2011/08/15 : CIA-RDP05C01629R000300520013-4

24
third reading: and the same being taken, it was vesolved in the
affirmative—yeas 74, nays 47. .
* * * * * * »

A motion was then made by Mr. Pirkix, that the further consid-
eration of the resolution be postponed until to-morrow; and th.
question being taken thercon, it was determined in the negative-
veas 46, nays 68.

3 * * * * * *

The question was then taken that the said resolution do puss, ax
amended ; and resolved in the affirmative—yeas 70, nays 42,

* * * * * * *

A motion was made by Mr. MoNTeoMERY, that a committee be
appointed to carry the said resolution to the Senate; and the ques.
tion being taken thereon, it was resolved in the affirmative.

Mr. MonTeomery and Mr. Currs were appointed a committee, i
pursuance of the said resolution.

Tuurspay, Jaxvary 10.

The House being cleared of all persons except the members and
the Clerk, a confidential message was received from the Senate, by
their committee, as follows:

Myr. Speaker: The Senate have passed a Lill entitled “An act to
enable the President of the United States, under certain contingen-
cies, to take possession of the country lying east of the river Perdido.
and south of the State of Georgia and the Mississippi Territory, and
for other purposes;” in which bill they desire the concurrence of

this House.
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the bill from

the Senate; which was read twice, and committed to a Committee
of the Whole this day.

The House then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on .

the said bill; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaxer re-
sumed the Chair, and Mr. Basserr reported that the Committee of
the Whole have had under consideration a bill from the Senate to
enable the President of the United States, under certain contingen-
cies, to take possession of the country lying east of the river Perdido.
and south of the State of Georgia and the Mississippi Territory, and
for other purposes, and have agreed to the same, without amendment.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the report of the
Committee of the Whole; and debate arising, an adjournment was
called for, and carried.

25
Fripay, JANUArY 11.

The House resumed the consideration of the report of the Comi-
mittee of the Whole, made yesterday; and on the question that the
House do now concur in the report of the Committee of the Whole -

A motion was made by Mr. Trour to amend the hill by striking
out all the first section thereof, after the enacting clunse. for the
purpose of inserting the following:

“That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, anthe
take possession and occupy all or any part of the ter 'y
river Perdido, and south of the State of Georgin and the M
in case arrangement has been or shall e made with the local authority of
sald Territory, at the desire of the said authority, for delivering up the po~
session of the samne, or any part thereof, to the United States.”

A division of the question was called for by Mr. Ruea: and the
question being taken on striking out, it was determined in the nega-
tive—yeas 54, nays 66.

d tn
{ of the

* * = * * + L4
Consequently, the said motion was rejected.
A motion was made by Mr. Bacox, to amend the hill by striking
out the third section thereof, for the purpose of inzerting the fol-
lowing:

“And be it further enacted, That after the possession authovized by thisx act
shall have been taken by the President of the United States, the 1
thereof shall continue under the jurisdiction of the local government heretof
estublished, or which may hereafter be adopted thereln, and the civil aud
tary authorities there acting, shall be confirmed and continued in the exercise
of their respective functions, so far as may he necessary to protect the people
thereof in the enjoyment of their liberty, property, and re
provisions shall be made by Congress therefor.”

i-

A division of the question was called for by Mr. Moxr6oyMeRy:
and the question being taken on striking out, it was determined in

_rm:am:ar.ol%o:muo,::%maa.
* * * * * i =

Consequently, the said motion was lost.

A motion was made by Mr. Trour to amend the bill, by striking out
after the word “ States,” in the seventh line of the first section. the
following words: “Or in the event of an attempt to occupy the said
territory, or any part thereof, by any foreign Government; and he
may, for the purpose of taking possession and occupying the terri-
tory aforesaid, and in order to maintain therein the authority of
the United States, employ any part of the Army and Navy of the
United States, which he may deem necessary;” for the purpose of
inserting the following:

“Or in the event of an attempted occupation of the sald territory by any
forelgn Power other than Spain, the President of the United States may, for

>
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the purpose, and sole purpose, of repelling such occupation, employ any part of
the Army and Navy of the United States, which he may deem necessary, causing
no molestation or injury of any kind to the inhabitants of the said territory,
save what may be absolutely necessary to the repulsion of such occupation.”

And the question being taken thereon, it was determined in the

negative—yeas 54, nays 68.
* * *

A motion was made by Mr. MiLNor to amend the bill by striking
out the following words in the seventh line thereof, to wit: “Or, in
the event of an attempt to occupy the said territory, or any part
thereof, by any forcign Government:”

And, debate arising thereon, an adjournment was called for, and
carried.

* * ~ *

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12

A motion was made by Mr. Suerrey that the Ilouse do come to
the following resolution:

“Resolved, Thut the further proceedings on the bill from the Scnate, eli-
titled ‘An nct to enable the DPresident of the United States, under certain con-
tingencles, to take possession of the territory east of the river Perdido, aml
south of the State of Georgin and the Mississippl Territory, and for other pur-
poses,’ be had with open doors, and that the injunction of secreey be taken off
in relation thereto.”

On which a question was made, whether the said motion was in
order; during a debate on the question of order, twelve o’clock ar-
rived, when the order of the day on the unfinished business was called
for; and the Speaker decided that, as twelve o'clock had arrived,
and the order of the day had been called for, the call for the order
of the day had the preference, and superseded the motion of the
member from Virginia, (Mr. Surerrey;) from which decision an
appeal was taken; and, on the question, “Is the decision of the Chair
correct 2 ” it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 58, nays 51.

* * * * * * *

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. MiLxor, which
was pending and undetermined at the time of adjournment, to amend
the bill by striking out the following words in the seventh line of
the first section thereof, to wit: “or, in the event of an attempt to
cecupy the said territory, or any part thereof, by any foreign Gov-
ernment:” And, the question being taken thereon, it was determined
in the negative—yeas 52, nays 66.

* * * * *

A motion was made by Mr. SturcEs to amend the bill by striking
out the word “or,” for the purpose of inserting the word aid in the
seventh line and first section of the aforesaid bill; and, the question

* *

e ak nda B
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being taken thereon, it was determined in the negative—yeas 46,
nays 78.
* * * *® * » *

A motion was made by Mr. Suerrex to amend the bill by adding a
new section thereto, in the words following, to wit:

“And be it further cnacted, That the PPresident of the United States he. and
he is hereby, authorized to restore the possession which may he acqu
virtue of this act, of the said territory, to the Spanish Gove nt, in ¢
quence of arrangements to be made hetween him and that Government, wl

Wwoa
t'olonies hecoming lependent of the parent State, or subjected to the dom
of any other foreign Power.”

And the guestion being taken thereon, it was deternrined in the
negative—yeas 59, nays 61.
* * * * * » *

A motion was made by Mr. Hussarn to amend the bill in the first
section and seventh line, after the word Governmient, by inserting
the following words: “other than that of Spain.”

And the qnestion being taken thereon, it was deterimined in the
negative—yeas 47, nays 78.

* * * * *® * *

A confidential message was received from the Senate, by Mr. Cray
and Mr. PrcxeriNg, their committee, as follows:

My, Speaker: We are instructed by the Senate to inform the House
of Representatives, that the Senate have had under consideration a
resolution of this Iouse, of the eighth instant, confidentially com-
municated to the Senate, by their conimittee, and have agreed to the
~same with an mnendment ; in which amendment they are instructed to
sk the concurrence of this 1Touse.

A motion was made by Mr. Prrkin to amend the Lill, by adding
the following words to the end of the first section theveof:

“ It is, however, understood. and hereby is declared, that the territory wl
may be occupied by virtue of this nct, is heveafter to he vestored to the lawtul
Governinent of Spain, administered by the representatives of the people and
the Iixecutive authorlty of that ‘country, according to the uncient forms of their
mstitution ; or, in the event of that Government being extinguished, then said
territory, at the request of the inhabitants thereof, is to be restored to the
authorities constituted by such Government as shall be established in the
Spanish dominions in America, by and with the consent of the people of said
Spanish dominions, whenever apprehensions of Its being oceupied by any foreign

. -
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and it <hall be the duty of the President of the

Govermment shall ce:
United States, whenever sald territory <hall be re<tored, to nuke the necessiry
arrangements for that purpose:”
And the question being taken thereon, i was determined in
negative-—yeas 41, nays vG.
* * *

o e Eg *

A motion was made by Mr. Staxrorn, to amend the bill by addi
the following to the end of the last scetion thereof:

“And be it further enacted, That the powers, by the seve
act vested in the President of the United States, <hall cease at (he
m of Congress next ensu the present, nnless they s
wed in foree for s jonger tme.

14
-~

of the ses
some future Luw o
And the question being taken thereon, it wa determined i th

negative—yeas 41, nays 75.
* * * * * B *
On the question, * Shall the bill have a third reading?”
A motion was made by Mr. Sturers, that the TTouse do now
journ; and the question being taken thereon, it was determined

the negative—yeas 29 nays 76,
o * * ® e ®

The question recurring on the third reading of the bill. a motic
was made by Mr. Bicerow, that the ITouse do now adjourn:
And the question being taken thereon, it was determined in the

negative—yeas 37, nays 76.
* * * e ® B *

And on the question, ¢ Shall the bill have a third reading?™ it wa

resolved in the affirmative—yeas 77, nays 45,
A2

* x * A kS *

A motion by Mr. Quincy that the third reading of the bill be th
order of the day for Monday next; and the question being take
thercon, it was determined in the negative—yeas 42, nays 7.

& Y % *»® o

*

A motion was then made by Mr. Quixcey, that the doors be now
opencd, and that the injunction of secrecy imposed on the proceed:
ings which have been transacted with closed doors during the present
session, be removed; and the question being taken thereon, i was
determined in the negative—yecas 44, nays 79.

* * * * * * *

A motion was made by Mr. Guousox that the third reading of the
bill be the order for this day; and the question being taken thereon.
it was resolved in the affirmative.

The bill was accordingly read a third time; and, on the question
that the same do pass, it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 76

nays 44.
*

nays 33.
*

ﬂvw

A motion was made by Mr. Moxweomery that the Honse do now

_._.CQ.E_ to the considerntion of the amendment of the Senate made
10 the confidential resolution of the cighth instant: and, the ques-

ion being taken thereon, it was resolved in the affirmative——yeas 77,
92

* * * * *

A mofion was then made by Mr. Mipxoxr that the House do now

adjourn: and the question being taken, it was determined in the

negative.

The House then resumed the consideration of the amendment of

the Senate to the aforesaid resolntion,

A motion was made by Mr. Moxteomery that the Touse do concur

i the amendment of the Senate to the «aid resolution.

A motion was made by Mr. Gorpssoroven that the aendment

Wforesaid be referred to a Committee of the Whole Tlouse; and the

30,

nestion being taken, it was determined in the negatives -y

A motion was made by Mr. Moserey that the Honse do now ad-

journ, and the question being taken, it was determined in the nega-

ive.
The question again recurred on the concurrence of this IHonse in

he amendment of the Senate; and the guestion heing taken thereon,

it was resolved in the afimmative—yeas 78, nays 21
s w * *

A motion was made by Mr. Mosteoyery that acommittee e ap-
pointed to wait on the Senate, and inform: them that the Honse of
Representatives have passed the hill from the Senate. entitled. = An
acl to enable the President of the United States, under eertain con-
ngencies, to take possession of the country Iving cast of the river
Pordido. and south of the State of Georgin and the Missi=<ippi Ter-
itory, and for other purposes;™ and, also. have concnrred in the
amendiment of the Senate made to the confidential resolution of the
cighth instant; and a committee was appointed, consisting of Mr.
Moxreosery and Mr. Mineen.

Moxpay, JANvary 14

The Iouse being cleared of all persons, except the members and
the Clerk, Mr. Garnaxp, from the Joint Committee for LEnrolied
Bills, reported that the committee had examined an enrolled bill,
entitled “An act to enable the President of the United States, under
certain contingencies, to take possession of the country lying cast of
(he river Perdido, and south of the State of (icorgia and the Mis-

:
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sissippi Territory, and for other purposes;” and that they had alsy
examined an enrolled resolve which passed both Iouses of Congress
on the twelfth instant; and had found the same to be truly envolled:
Whercupon, Mr. Seeaker signed the said envolled bill and resolve,

Ordered, That Mr. Moxtcosery and Mr. MiLer be appointed «a
connnittee to acquaint the Senate therewith.

Tnurspay, JANUARY 17,

The House being cleared of all persons, except the members and
Clerk, Mr. AxpErsoN, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills,
reported that the committee did, on the fifteenth instant, present to
the President of the United States, for his approbation, an enrolled
bill, entitled “An act to enable the President of the United States,
under certain contingencies, to take possession of the country lying
east of the river Perdido, and south of the State of Georgia and the
Mississippi Territory, and for other purposes;” and an enrolled
resolve passed on the twelfth instant.

A Message was received from the President of the United States,
notifying that the President did, this day, approve and sign the
abovementioned enrolled resolve.

Fripay, JaANUARY 18

The House being cleared of all persons but the members and {hu
Clerk, the following resolution was submitted by Mr, Surreey, lor
consideration :

w Resolred, That the injunction of seercey imposed on the proceedings wl
bave heen transacted with closed doors, during the present session. bhe remove
and that the secret journal of such proceedings he publisbhed "

And on the question, Will the House now consider the said resolu

tion? it was determined in the negative—yeas 45, nays 73.
* * * * £ * *

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inform the Senate th
the President of the United States did, yesterday, approve and sign
an cenrolled resolve, which originated in this House.

Ordered, That Mr. MonTcoMERY and Mr. Gray be appointed the
said committee.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19. DL

The House being cleared of all persons, but the members and

Clerk, Mr. MonTGOMERY, from the committee appointed, yesterday. ?

31

to inform the Senate that the President of the United States did, on
the seventeenth instant, approve and sign an enrolled resolve, which
originated in this House, reported that the committee had performed
that duty.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. OTis, their Secretary:

Mr. Speaker: I am directed to inform this House that the Presi-
dent of the United States did, on the seventeenth instant, approve
and sign an envolled bill, entitled “An act to enable the President of
the United States, under certain contingencies, to take possession of
the country lying cast of the Perdido, and south of the State of

Georgia and the Mississippi Territory, and for other purposes.’
Sunpay, Marcn 3.

The House being cleared of all persons, but the members and the
Clerk, a message was received from the Senate, by Mr. Tur~er, and
Mr. Smrri, of Maryland, two members of that body, notifying the
House that the Senate had this day passed a resolution in the form
of a joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress, in the word- fol-
lowing, to wit:

“Resolred, by the Senate and House of Represenlutives of the Tuited States
of America, in Congress assembled, That the act passed dur
ston of Congress. entitled "An act to enahle the President of the 1'n
nder cerlain contingeneies. to take possession of the country lving { the
river Perdido, and south of the State of Georgin and the Mi ppi Territory,
and for other purposes,” and the declaration accompanying the same. be not
printed or published unless directed hy the President of the United States, any
e to the contrary notwithstanding:”

law or us

To which they desive the concurrence of this Tlouse,

The said resolution was read the first and second time.

A motion was made by Mr. Quincy, that the said resolntion be
committed to a Committee of the whole ITouse; and the question be-
ing taken thereon, it was determined in the negative.

A motion was made by Mr. Bis, to amend the said resolution by
striking out the first word, “ resolved,” and insert. in licu thereof, the
words “be it enacted:” and the guestion being taken thereon, it was
resolved in the affirmative.

Another motion was made by Mr. Bisn, further to amend the said
resolution, by inserting, after the word “that,” in the thivd line. the
words “ this act and;” and the question being taken thereon, it was
resolved in the affirmative.

A motion was made by Mr. Jounson, further to amend the said
resolution, by inserting, after the word “ published,” in the tenth line,
the following: “until the end of the next session of Congress;” and
the question thereon being taken by yeas and nays, and a quorum,
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consisting of a majority of the whole House, not being present, the
question was not determined.
The yeas and nays, as demanded by one-fifth of the members pres-

ent. are as follows:

* * * * * * *

The question was again taken by yeas and nays, and resolved in
the aflirmative—yeas 48, nays 34.

* * * * * * *

And the question being taken on the resolution as amended, it wax
resolved in the afirmative—yecas 52, nays 3+

- * * * * L .

Ovrdered, That Mr. MOXTGOMERY and Mr. T. Moore be appointed a
committee to wait on the Senate, and inform them of the agreement
of this Iouse to their resolution, with amendments; in which amend-
ment they desire the concurrence of the Senate.

A motion was made by Mr. Snerrey, that the Tlouse do come 1o the
following resolution:

Resolved, That the Injunction of seerecy, in relation to the proceadings had
with closed doors, during the present session, he rewoved, and that the secret
Journal be published:

And on the question that the House do agree to the said resolution,
it was determined in the negative—yeas 40, nays 51.

* * * * * * *

A motion was made by Mr. Sirrrey that the House do come ta the
following resolution: .

Resolred, That the Journal of the proceedings of this Ttouse on the resolution
offored this day, to remove the fnjunction of secrecy in relation to the proceed
ings had with closed doors, during the present session, he pu ed.

And on the question that the House do now proceed Lo the consid
eration of the said resolution, it was determined in the negalive.

The doors were then opened ; and, after some time, closed again.

A confidential message was received from the Senate, by Mr
Worrruxerox and Mr. Bayarn, two members of that body, notifying
that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of the Touse of
Representatives to their confidential resolution of this day.

Mr. Garpanp, from the Joint Committee for Inrolled Bills, re-
ported that they had examined an enrolled bill, entitled “An act con-
cerning ‘An act to enable the President of the United States, under
certain contingencies, to take possession of the country lying east of
the river Perdido, and south of the State of Georgia and the Mis
sissippi Territory, and for other purposes; » and the declaratiop ac-
companying the same, and had found the same to be truly enrolled:
Whereupon, Mr. SPEAKER signed the said bill and the declaration ac-

companying the same.

Ordered, That Mr. MoNTGOMERY and M. Gareaso he appointed o
committee to acquaint the Senate therewith.
A message was received from the Senate. by My, Covis and Mo
Caaresenn. fwo members of that body. notifving the Tlouse that the
President of the United States had approved and ~ioned a0 con-
fidential Lill. passed this day. entitled =\ act coneerning “An e
to enable the President of the United Stafes under coertiin contin-
take possession of the country Tving Fast of the viver

aencies, to
Perdido. and south of the State of Georgiwcand the Missiscippi Ter
and the deelaration accompanyinge the

fory. and for other prrposes”

~ane.
(el ercd. Phint the doors he now .._:.:..._.

MINGS OF T SENSTLE

CONFIDENTIAL PROE

N LHLE SEEON D NERSON OF LI PN R R i CONERE s~

DA, pp 124 1340

9

Sururpay. Juny B0 IS

On motion, by Mr. ANpERSON.
Opdeved, That (he confidential proceedings of the Sewate
Jast session. in relation to Kast Florida, he made public.

Trekspay., Decevner 1001802,

1 eonstderation,

Mr. Axperson submitted the Tollowing motion
which was read:
Resolred, That a conunittee he

to authorize the President of the United States to ovenpy and hold the whole
or any part ol Bast Florida, inclnding Amelia Island, and also those parts of

ppointed to consitder whether it be expedient

West Florida which ave not now in the possession amed uncer the jurisdiction of

the United States, with leave to report by bill or otherwise,

Tuksbay, Decesiper 1o,

‘T'he Senate proceeded to consider the motion subnitted the [0th
instant, respecting the Floridas: and. after debate. the further eon-
sideration thereof was postponed to Monday next.

{5080—18-—3
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WepNesvay, Decemper 16,

Mr. Lis submitted the following motion for consideration:

Resolred. That the Prestdent of the United States he requested o cause to
be 1aid hefore the Senate any information which he may have of the intention
of the enemy to fake possession of Toast Florida, and of the disposition of the
people of that Territory to be received under the protection of the Governmen
of the United States: the amount of the American force in that neighborhood
aud under the commard of Genersl Wilkinson 1 the quantinn of Spanis
or other foree In St Angustine, Pensacala, and Mobhile.

IFray, Decemner 1S,

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion submitted the 16th
instant, calling upon the President of the United States for informa
tion respecting East Florida; and, on motion by Mr. Goovricrr, te
amend the motion, so as to read as follows:

Resolred. That the Tresident of the United States be requested to cause to be
laitd bofore the Senate any information which he niy have of the intention o
the cnemy to take possession of Fast Ilorida, and of the dis tion of the
people of that Territory to be recoived under the protection of the Government
of the United States; the amount ot the American foree in that neighborhood
and under the command of General Wilkinson: and the quantum of the Spanisl
or other foree in St Augustine, Pensacola, and Mobile; and respecting any
that may ve been had for the settlement of differences
her hetween the United States and Spain, not heretofore laid before th-
1 or negoti nothat may have been miuvde, or
onx oxercising the powers of the Government
. or claiming to exaen s he powers of «aird Government, or with theh
toespeetive agzents, for the cession of Iast Florida fo the United States
¢ auy proposal to or from the local authorities of Mast 1 (not hereto
fore communicated.) for the cession, surrender, or ocenpiney thereof, to or by
the United States; and also, any information respecting the relations of 1
United States with Spain or said Territory of ast Florida, which the Presi
dent may deem propet to communicate,

On motion, by Mr. Axperson, the further consideration of the

motion for amendment was postponed to Monday next.

nd claims

negol

exi
Senate: respecting any prop
Lohy ar with nny person or g

Speet

Tcesvay, DeEceMBER 22,

The Senate resumed the motion made the 10th instant to appoint
1 committee to inquire into the expediency of taking possession of
Tast Florida; and, on motion by Mr. Syirn, of Maryland, to post-
pone the further consideration thereof to Mondayv next, it was de-
termined in the negative—yeas 15, nays 15. .

* * L * * * C k-

On motion, by Mr. Lern, to strike out the words “with leave to re-

port by bill or otherwise,” it was determined in the negative.

On the question to agree to the original motion. it was determined

n the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 12.
* * * * * * *

Ordered, That Messrs. ANpERsON, Goopricity, Syrrin, of Maryland.
Tart, and VARNUM, be the committee.

The Senate resumed the consideration of the motion made the
16th instant. calling upon the President of the United States jor
mformation respecting Fast Florida. together with the amendment
proposed thereto on the 18th instant: and. having agreed to the
amendment,

Pesolved. That the motion be agreed to as amended.

Ordeved, That the Sceretary Iay this resolution hefore the Presi
Jdent of the United States.

Taursnay, JANvary 14. 1813,

The following cetifidential Message was received from the
HDENT OF TIIE U~ired fﬁ‘?:._.‘.mu
1'o the Sepate of the United States:

I transmit to th Stnate o report of the Seeret:
their resolution of tlhie 224 December.

ol Nate, ¢ v owith

Jaaes Manisns
Janvany 14, 1813,
The Message and report were read. And on motion, by Mr. L,
that they be printed confidentially for the use of the Senate. it was
agreed that the motion be postponed nntil to-morrow.

Fripay. Jaxuvasey 1o

The Senate resumed the consideration of the motion made yester-
day, “that the Message and report respecting Fast Florida be
printed confidentially for the use of the Senate, with the exeeption
of the return of the number of troops and their respective stations.
on the Southern and Western frontier;” and, on the question to
agree thereto, it was determined in the negative—yeas 13, nays 18

* * * * * * *

On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON,

Ordered, That the Message. and documents therein referrved to. be
referred to the commitiee appointed the 224 Decenber on the same
subject. to consider the report thercon.

Mr. BravLex submitted the following motion for consideration:

Resolred, That the Dresident of whe United States be requested to cause to
be Jald hefore the Senate all letters and conununications that have passed

hetween the Government of the United States ana that of Spain, or the Minis-

S8 1In e
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for spol

and also, in
ports of Spain. during the late war with France:
s hetween this and the Freneh Governmment « subjeets
iven to the Ministers of the U Ntites
utt have bea
itedd States

with sueh instructions as have heen

heid or miade with

< 1o (he 150h day of January, ISTH not

Jven i

SATUEDAY, Jasuvary 16,

The Senate procecded to consider the motion subniitied vesterdin
- Mr. Bravrey 3 and. on motion. by Mr. Casenenn, of Ohio, the fur
cher consideration thereof was postponed antil Monday nest.

Monpavy, Jaxvary I8,

The motion submitted by Mr. Braviey on the Lith instant was v
<umed and agreed to without amendment,

Ordeved, That the Seerelary lay the said resolution before th
President of the TTnited States.

Tuorspay. JaNuvanry 14

Mr. Aapersox. from the committee appointed the 22d Decembe
on the subject. reported the following hill:

d States to take possession of ot

Hill authorizing the President of the U
the State of Georgia,

country lylng south of the Misglssipnd

other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Scate and House of Represeatalives of the Uniled Slat
of America in Congross assembled, That the 1P resident be, 1 he is e
1 hold sl that tract of conntry ealled West Florida
ver Perdido. no n oof the 0

authotized to oceapy
which lies west of the
States,

SEe, 2 And e it further enacted °F

dido, and the whale or any part of East Florida, including Ao

SEC. 3. And be it further cnacted, That, for the purpose of oceupy
ing the country aforesal (0 of rding: protection to the inhabit
thereof, under the authority of the United States, the President may emy
<uch parts of the military and navat force of the United Statex as he i

deem necessary.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That, [or defraying the necessary o
penses, ———— dollars are hereby npproprinted, to be pald out of any mone)s
in the Treasury. not otherwise gpproprinted, and to be applicd for the purposes
aforesaid, under the direcion of the President.

DooAnd be it further cnacted, 'F fur
r Congress, the President shall he. hereby ix, «
ithin the country he may acquive by this 1et a temporary Govermment, {he
ivil and military authorities of which shall be vested in sueh person oF persons
< he may appoint, and be exercised in sueh manner as he )
ided, T'hat he s) take due enre for the preservition of s
12 to the inhabitanis (he enjoyvment of their perso
don, and theiv property : And provided, also, That
frnated, that ix situated 1o the eastward of the river
ubject of future negoti:

The bill v

fo estab

v direct: Pro-
1 for
I rizhts, their reti

e e the

s read s and passed 1o the <second reading.

Froipav, Jaxvaey 22,

The bill authorizing the President of the United States to take
possession of a tract of country Iving south of the Mississippi Terri-
tory and of the State of Georgia. and for other purposes, was rend
the second time.

Mr. Lem submitted the following motion for consideration :

IResolved, That the docmments which accompanicd the I'resident’s Message
1 the 14th instant, be confidentially printed for the use of the Senute, exeept
= those pupers which relite fo the stations and the amount of the milit
ce of the United Reates, and the letter of General Dinekney of the 27(h
eember,

On motion, by Mr. Lum. that the bill be now taken up and consid
od, it was determined in the negative,

Moxpay, Jasvary 25,

On motion, by Mr. Axpersox, that the bill authorizing the Presi-
tent. of the United States to take possession of a fract of country
ving south of the Mississippi Territory and of the State of Georgia.
md for other purposes, he now considered. it was determined in the
egative.

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion submitted on the 22d
nstant, by Mr. Lem; and, on motion, by Mr. Bavann, that the fur
ther consideration thercof be postponed nntil to-morvow, it was de
*rmined in the negative.

On the question to agree to the resolution, on motion, by Mr.
Reep, it was agreed that it be taken by yeas and nays: and. on mo-
tion, by Mr. Bavarn, the Senate adjonrned.

- .

- TuEespAY, JANUARY 26.

On motion, by Mr. ANpERsSON, the Senate resumed, as in Comunit-
tee of the Whale, the consideration of the bill aythorizing the Presi-

<18
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dent of the United States to take possession of a tract of country
lying south of the Mississippi Territory, and of the State of Georgia.
and for other purposcs; and, on motion, by Mr. Lem, that the fur:
ther consideration of the bill be postponed in order to consider hix
motion, to have printed certain documents referred to in the Mes
snge of the President of the United States of the 14th instant, it wa~

determined in the negative.
Mr. GAILLARD Was requested to

tion of the bill was recurred to.
A motion was made by Mr. Syiris, of Maryland, to strike out the

second section of the bill; and, on his motion, it was agreed to take
the question by yeas and nays.
On motion, by Mr. BRapiEY, the further consideration of the bill
was postponed to, and made the order of the day for, to-morrow.
Mr. Tarr presented the memorial of the Legislature of the State ol
Georgia, recommending to, and soliciting, Congress to authorize the
President of the United States to take immediate possession of the
of East Florida, and that portion of West Florida pur
rance, but still retained by Spaint for reasons stated
at large in the memorial; which was read.
On motion, by Mr. Lrin, the Senate resmned his motion, submitted
the 22d instant, that the docunents referred to in the Message of the
Prosident of the United States of the 14th instant. be printed; an!
the motion was amended.
Resolved, That the documents which accompanied the President’
ge. of the 14th instant, be confidentially printed for the use
Senate, excepting those p
the military force
v of State. and the lett

take the Chair; and the consider:

province
chased from F

Messa
the members of the
the stations and amount of
the report of the Secretar
Pinckney.

On the question, to agree {o the motion
mined in the affirmative—yens 18. navs 12.

eve of (Geners
as amended. it was deter

* * * *

* * ®
wceived from the P

tial Message was 1

The following confiden
pENT OF THE UNITED STATES:
To the Senate of the United States:

1 transiunit to the Senate a report of the Seeretar

thelr resolution of the 8th inst.

v of State, complying w

JANUARY 26, 1813.
The Message and report were read : and then the Senate adjournt

apers which relate to
of the United States.

JadEs MADISON.

39
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY o7F.

The following confidential Message was received from the PrEst-
pENT OF THE UNITED STATES:
To the Scnate of the United Ntales:
1 transmit to the Senuate s roport
their resolution of the Tth inst,

ne with

of the Reeretary of W, e

Jaaes MansoN

Jaxuanry 27, 1813
The Message and report were read.
Mr. Horsey submitted the following notion I

which was read:

or constderation.

Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy in relation 1o the Presi o Mes
of the 26 instant, communicating
e with the vesolution of the Senate of the 18th instant, heoo

certiain papers, marked A

3

the

¢,
omplizn
yme is hereby, removed,

TruespAY, JaNuary A
_as in Commnittee of the Whole, the const

tion of the bill anthorizing the President of the United =ta
lying south of (the Mississippi

take possession of a tract of country

Ferritory and the State of Georgia, and for other purposes: aned o
motion. by Mr. AapErsox. the further consideration thereol
_and made the order of the day for. to-morron.
e motion submitted vesterday.
from certs

The Senate resumed

Wik

postponed to

The Senate proceeded to consider tl
by Mr. Tlorsey, to remove the injunction of seerecy
papers: and. on motion. the further consideration thereof

poned until to-morrow.

Wi _.:.r_

Fripay. Janiany 249,

The Senate resimed. as in Committee of the Whole, the considerie
tion of the bill anthorizing the President of the United States to
act of country lying south of the Missis=ippi
e of Georgin, and for other purposes: and
ake the Chair: and the motion to
pesumed s sy afler

1ake possession of a tr
Territory and of the St
Mr. GAILLARD Wias requested to t
<trike ont the second coction of the hill was
debate. adjourned.

Moxpay. Fesruany 1.

The Senate vesumed, us in Committee of the Whole. the consid-
eration of the bill authorizing the President of the United States to
take possession of a tract of country lving couth of the Mississippi
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f Georgin, and for other purposes. to-
gether with the motion to strike out the second ~ection thereof s and
Mr. Ganparp was requested to take the Chair: and, after debate.
reof was further postponed until to-morrow.

Territory and of the State o
1he consideration the

Tesnay, Fepnvany 2

in Committee of the Whole. the considera
President of the United Stades to
ey Iving contly of the Mississippi
and for other purposes.
.[....:_:_ I_..;m:__ __:-_.-r:A_.“

The Senate vesumed. s
(ion of the Hill authorizing the
take possession of a tract of com
Territory and of the State of Georgin.
together with the motion to strike out the
and Mr. Garneapp was requesied fo fake the Chair:

On the que-tion. to - trike ont the second seetion, as follow-:
NIITOR P ERRE DY
Pothe b

N

jodent bae

N, 2 b b i i ther e pacted, Tt
anthorized 1o ocenpy et lold s Pzt part of West

aned the whole or any part of Yonst

[ was dotermined in the affivmative -yeas 1o, navs 16

b e

Sy of Maryland, to strike ont the

A motion was nnedes by Mo
on. the Senate adjonrned.

fifth section of the hill: and. on moti

WeEpNESDAY, [FEBRUARY 2.

in Commit

On motion. by Mr. Axpersox, the Senate restimed,
toe of the Whole. the consideration of the bill authorizing the Presi
dout of the United States to fake possesion of a tract of country
Iving south of the Missis<ippi Territory and of the State of Georgia.
and for other purposes: together with the motion to ~trike out the
fifth section: and Mr. Garrrarp was requested to take the Chair,

Wherenpon, Mr. Syrris, of Marviand, withdrew hi- molion 1
«trike out the fifth scction of the bill.

A\ motion was made. hy Mr. Cavenein. of Ohio. to insert. in lien
of the second ~ection stricken ouf. the following:

it hostilities shadl e conmitied by
seninst the United Stittes, or

woAnd be it further enacted U

Spanish nadion, s colomios, or dependene
dion of the President of the Uniitedd N4

t thereof, are in

it <halt he aseertained, fo the siisl:
fhat the safety il seeurity of the United States, o
imminent danger fron the Xpanish antho in
part of West Florida Iving east of the river Perdide, the President of the t
Siates is hereby authorized to ocenpy thereot,
including Amelin Istund.” s

Wherenpon, a motion was made. by Mr. Bravrey. to amend the
proposed section, by imserting after the word “hat” o the firs

Cany

s in e

(e st provinees, oroany parl

11

tme. the following words: = upon the troops of the Tnited States
being withdrawn from the province of Fust Florida”

And 2 wotion was nrade. by Mr. Popg, that the further considers
fion of the bill be postponed to the first Monday in June next:and it
wae defermined in the negative -yeas 16, navs 17.

On the guestion, to agree to the motion for amendiment to the
amendment. it was determined in the negative the Semate heinge

eanally divided. vens 17, nays 17

On the question. to agree to the motion for amending the sccond
seetion. it was determined n the negative veas Th nays 20

0 o pe

On motion. it was agreed to strike out the fi fth ~ection af the bl

On the guestion, Shall the bill be engrossed and vewd thivd time
wamended 2 it was determined in the negative,

IFenay. Fenrovawy o,

The bill anthorizing the President of the Vinted States to ke
posse=sion of a tract of country lying south of the Missix<ippi Terri
tory and of the State of Georgin, and for other purposes.wis e
ported by the committee correctly engrossed s and the hill was vead

the third time,
On motion, by Mr. ANpERsoN. it was agreed to il the hlank with

the words “ twenty thonsand.”

On the question, Shall fhis bill pas<? it was detervmined in the af
firmative-—veas 22. nays 11.

* %* o H

So it was Resolred. That the bill do pass: and. on motion. it was
agreed that the title thereof be © An act authorizing the President of
the United States to take possession of a tract of country Iving ~ontl
of the Mississippi Tervitory and west of the river Perdida™

On motion. by Mr. ANpERSON,

Resolred. That a committee be appointed. to consi=t of two mem
bers. to carry the said bill to the Tonse of Representatives and ash
their concurrence therein.

O rdered. That Messr<. Axprrson and Braorey b the connitiee.

The Senate resumed the consideration of the motion submitted
the Tth of January, to print certain docmnents: and. after Jdebate.
on molion, the Senate adjourned.
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The following Message was received from the PRESIDENT OF THE
Un1TED STATES:

Myr. President: The President of the United States did, on the
12th instant, approve and sign “ An act authorizing the President
of the United States to take possession of a tract of country lying
south of the Mississippi Territory and west of the river Perdido.”

Ordered, That the Secretary communicate this information to the
House of Representatives. .

On motion, the Senate adjourned.

Monpay, FEBRUARY 8.

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. Dana be of the committee ap-
pointed the 5th instant, to carry a confidential bill to the House of
Representatives, in place of Mr. BrapLeY, absent.

TuEspaY, FEBRUARY 9.

The following confidential message was received from the House
of Representatives, by Messrs. Trovr and RoperTsox, two of their
members; Mr. Troup, chairman:

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed the
bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act authorizing the Presi-
dent of the United States to take possession of a tract of country
lying south of the Mississippi Territory and west of the river Per-
dido.” :

And the Senate then adjourned.

Tuespay, FEBRUARY 16.

The Senate resumed the consideration of the motion submitted
by Mr. Horsey on the 27th of January, to remove the injunction
of secrecy from certain papers; and, on motion, it was agreed to
amend the same to read as follows:

Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy in relation to the paper
marked A, communicated in the President’s Message of the 26th
instant, be, and the same is hereby, removed.

On the question, to agree to the motion as amended, the Senate
being equally divided, it was determined in the negative—yeas 16,

nays 16.
*

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11.

Mr. CameseLL, of Ohio, from the committee, reported the bill.
entitled % An act authorizing the President of the United States
to take possession of a tract of country lying south of the Missis-
sippi Territory and west of the river Perdido,” duly enrolled.

The following message was received from the House of Repre-
sentatives, by Messrs. Crawrorp and Goopwix, two of their mem-
bers; Mr. Crawrorp, chairman: ,

Mr. President: The Speaker of the House of Representatives hav-
ing signed an enrolled bill, we are directed to bring it to the Senate
for the signature of their President. .

The PresmexT signed. the enrolled bill last reported to have been
examined, and it was delivered to the committee, to be laid before
the President of the United States. .

. . L] : - .

On motion, the Senate adjourned.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18,

The following Message was received from the PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES:

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secretary of State. comply-

ing with their resolution of the 18th of January, 1813.
James Mapison.

Fresruary 18, 1813.
The Message and documents therein referred to were read.

Sarurpay, FEBRUARY 18.

Mr. CampsmL, of Olio, from the committee, reported that they
yesterday laid before the President of thé United States the en-
rolled bill, entitied; “ Awn dot authorizing the President of the
United States to take possession of & tract of country lying® south
of the Missi vumuﬂ.onﬁsq and west of the river Noawmo.:
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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVESR
OF THE UNITED STATES.

AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE TWELFTH CONGRESS, BEGUN VU THE €11V 0F WASH

INGTON. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1N12

L Foxtraet fraom pp. 1015, 10148, of Annals o Congress, volo 200

Moxnay, Fepruary S (1813).

-

* 4

from the Senate was announced. of a
ared of all strangers, and remained
hour-, When the doors were

A\ message
‘The House was accordingly cle
in secret session for two or three
* ox %

opened, .
(Extract from p. 1016, op. ¢it.)

P

WEDBNESDAY, FERRUARY 17 (18150,

* * * * * *

\ communication of a confidential nature was announced from the
Senate: On which, the House was cleared of all persons, except the
Members and officers of the House, and the doors were closed, and
after remaining so for some time. they were again opened: and the

House adjourned.
(Extract from p. 1079, op. cit.)
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